Gastrointestinal tract as a part of immune defence.
The paper is devoted to reviewing the function of gastrointestinal mucosal immune system. Gut-associated lymphoid tissue (GALT) provides the host with protective mechanisms against invasion by potential pathogens across the mucosal surface, and on the other hand, it plays a role in the development of induced tolerance against harmless products of digestion and the normal intestinal flora, all of which are potentially immunogenic. First the organization of GALT, its afferent and efferent limbs are described, then the normal B cell homeostasis and finally the induced oral tolerance are discussed. Knowledge of mechanisms of mucosal immune response is essential to complete understanding of the pathogenesis and treatment of inflammatory gastrointestinal diseases as well.